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AMERICAN NEUROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION. 

Eighteenth Annual Meeting , held in New York , 

June 22, 2j and 2/f, 1892. 

The President, Dr. C. L. Dana, in the chair; Dr. G. M. 

Hammond, Secretary. 

[Continued.] * 

Dr. F. X. Dercum read a paper on 

THREE CASES OF A HITHERTO UNCLASSI¬ 
FIED AFFECTION RESEMBLING OBESITY, 
BUT ASSOCIATED WITH SPECIAL NERVOUS 
SYMPTOMS, A TROPHONEUROSIS. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Spitzka trusted that Dr. Dercum would publish 
his observations in some widely circulated medical 
journal. 

Dr. Mills thought it likely that systemic central 
changes would be found in these cases, probably in the 
gray matter of the cord, but nearer the central canal 
than in the cases of neuro-muscular type. 

Dr. Spitzka hoped that no speculations as to the 
probability of systemic disease, or affections of the 
central canal would be indulged in. 

Dr. Dercum also read a short paper on 

TWO CASES OF ACROMELAGY. 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Collins thought that the apophysis cerebri was 
• not found to be enlarged, but only diseased in these 
cases. If there was any theory which might be perhaps 
accepted it was that the gland manufactured certain 
substances from the circulation, and that the changes in 
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the extremities were concomitants of degenerative 
changes in the smaller twigs of nerve fibre going on 
with degeneration of the connective tissue. 

Dr. Spitzka said there were two portions of the 
apophyses cerebri, and he would be glad to know which 
of them was referred to. 

Dr. Collins said he referred to that portion known 
as the pituitary body. 

Dr. Kellogg read a paper entitled 
TOXIC ORIGIN OF INSANITY. (See page 742.) 

DISCUSSION. 

Dr. Tomlinson said that he had been very much 
interested in what Dr. Kellogg had said, and heartily 
agreed with the view as to the influence of toxic causes 
in the production of insanity. He wanted, however, to 
call attention to one point not mentioned by the writer 
of the paper, and that was, that a toxic influence could 
not produce insanity of itself, but if produced, there 
must have been a pre-existing instability of the nervous 
organization. This instability might be hereditary or 
acquired. The heredity did not necessarily have to be 
of insanity in parents or near relatives, but the instability 
might be due to any constitutional condition in the 
parents acting upon the child, or it be acquired as the 
result of disease or accident in early life by the indi¬ 
vidual. Besides he looked upon insanity resulting from 
the misuse of narcotics and alcohol as manifestations of 
defective nervous organization exaggerated by the toxic 
influence these substances had upon the organism. In 
auto-infection the same conditions must necessarily exist, 
else why did not auto-infection more often cause insanity ? 

Dr. Bannister said that he perhaps had not fully 
apprehended Dr. Tomlinson’s definition, but he under¬ 
stood him to say that all delusions were due to prior 
hallucinations. It seemed to him that the delusions of 
the insane were largely due to the characteristic self¬ 
feeling of the insane, and that they might be started by 
an idea, a wish, or a suspicion, without anything in the 
nature of a veritable hallucination having preceded 
them. 

Dr. Mills thought that the subject was one of the 
most important which could be brought before them. 
The paper would have the effect of calling for a full 
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consideration of the subject of toxaemia. It was the 
most promising field now presenting for cultivation by 
the therapeutists in nervous affections. 

Dr. Parsons thought that the ratio of toxic insanities 
was not large. Some of the cases, arising from alcohol, 
drugs, and syphilis, could hardly be regarded as directly 
of toxic origin. 

The President said there was a form of insanity 
which might be frequently observed, and which had 
been described as exhaustion insanity. This was toxic 
insanity which he had observed in connection with 
peripheral neuritis. In ordinary cases of insanity asso¬ 
ciated with neuritis, he thought, there must be a toxic 
agent at bottom. 




Centri Termici e Centri Vaso-Motori in ordine 
Alla Termodinamica Regolarizzatrice in Con- 
dizione Normali e Patologiche. Ulteriori Ri- 
cerche Sperimentali del Dott. Bartolomeo Baculo, 
Napoli, 1891. 

This volume contains ninety-four pages. The experiments were 
made in the Pathological Institute of the University of Naples. The 
temperature was measured by means of the thermopile and the galva¬ 
nometer. He did not investigate the corpus striatum, as the experi¬ 
ments upon this body are unanimous that its irritation causes elevation 
of temperature. To injure the brain and at the same time localize the 
lesion, he used caustics and injections of coloring material. He found 
that lesion of either the posterior third or median part of the thalamus 
caused a notable elevation of temperature over the whole body. A 
greater rise of temperature was noted upon the side of lesion, and 
especially of the anterior extremity. Lesions of the tubercula, quadri- 
gemina, and especially the nates, caused a general rise of temperature, 
with a higher temperature upon the side of lesion and in the posterior 
extremity. Puncture of the thermic cortical centres caused a fall of 
temperature more marked on the side opposite the lesion. There was 
no preliminary trepanning in these experiments, and the basal centres 
of the brain were not involved. The fall of temperature in these experi¬ 
ments lasted some days. Lesions of the lateral ventricles caused a 



